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New crop of Texas laws will 
bring change to your 2018 


BY ANNA M. TINSLEY 
atinsley@star-telegram.com 


Don’t be surprised if you’re 
asked to show a photo ID the 
next time you use a debit or 
credit card to make a purchase. 


True, many retailers already 
ask to see that ID for certain 
purchases. 

But as of Monday, Texas law 
will allow retailers to reject any 
sale where shoppers can’t or 
won't show their photo ID. 

“While clearly not a panacea, 


[this bill] allows a merchant to 
request government-issued 
photo identification at point of 
sale and will provide the ability 
for that merchant to decline a 
transaction,” a bill analysis for 
Senate Bill 1381 states. “The 
option to turn down a trans- 


action if a customer fails to 
provide photo ID verifying their 
identity is not currently avail- 
able to merchants.” 

Texas lawmakers decided 
during the 2017 legislative ses- 
sion this measure is needed in 
an era of data breaches that 


have affected millions of shop- 
pers. 

SB 1381 is one of more than 
two dozen laws that take effect 
with the New Year — whether 
Texans know it or not. 

“Most Texans are too busy 
thinking about holiday parties 
and prepping for visits from 
in-laws than the vagaries of 
when Texas laws go into effect,” 
said Brandon Rottinghaus, a 
political science professor at the 
University of Houston. “By the 
time the laws are set to go into 
effect, most Texans are con- 
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WEATHER 


Plenty of cold, crashes and close 
calls, but no record low for DFW 
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BOB BOOTH Special to the Star-Telegram 


A homeless person sits on Lancaster Avenue under an overpass on Sunday. The temperature at the time was 24 degrees. 


BY PRESCOTTE STOKES III 
pstokes@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

It may not make anybody 
feel warmer, but the arctic air 
mass that arrived overnight 
Saturday and led to winter 
weather and wind chill ad- 
visories Sunday didn’t come 
close to breaking any temper- 
ature records. 

The low on Sunday was 27 
degrees — 14 degrees warmer 
than the record of 13, which 
was Set in 1976 and tied in 
1990. Sunday’s high of 35 was 
also warmer than the record of 
25, set in 1946. 


The wintry conditions did 
leave some roadways slick 
early Sunday, contributing at 
least in part to more than 100 
injury crashes around Tarrant 
County and too many minor 
crashes for police to work. 

Between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m. 
MedStar responded to 170 car 
crashes with injuries, 26 rollov- 
er crashes, 23 calls for falls on 
ice and one exposure call, 
spokesman Matt Zavadsky 
said. 

Fort Worth police spokesman 
Daniel Segura said there were 
also scores of smaller crashes 
that officers could not get to 
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RODGER MALLISON rmallison@star-telegram.com 


A Fort Worth police officer parks on the Interstate 30 bridge over 
the Trinity River on Sunday to warn traffic of an accident ahead as 
bridges ice over from light precipitation. 
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COLORADO SHERIFF'S DEPUTY KILLED 


A man fired more than 100 rounds at sheriff’s deputies 
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CLOSINGS FOR NEW YEAR'S DAY 


All school districts and nonessential city, federal and 


New JFK 
documents 
offer fresh 
leads 54 
years later 


BY KEVIN G. HALL 
khall@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

Half-a-dozen 2017 releases of 
long-secret documents about 
the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy have given 
plenty of new leads to those 
who don’t believe alleged gun- 
man Lee Harvey Oswald acted 
alone. 

President Donald Trump 
promised via Twitter this fall 
that all the JFK assassination 
documents will be public by the 
end of April 2018 “to put any 
and all conspiracies to rest.” 

Instead, the 34,963 docu- 
ments released so far in 2017 
have fed the fire tended by 
researchers and others who 
believe there is much more to 
the story how a U.S. president 
was assassinated in Dallas 54 
years ago. 

“To this point, as expected, 
we haven’t had a document that 
lists the conspirators in the 
murder of President Kennedy,” 
said Larry Sabato, director of 
the University of Virginia’s 
Center for Politics and author of 
The Kennedy Half Century. 
“What we have gotten is a lot of 
rich material, not just about the 
Kennedy assassination but the 
times.” 

It was a 1991 movie, Oliver 
Stone’s “JFK,” that led Congress 
to require the secret documents 
to be released more than two 
decades later after they were 
reviewed for national security 
purposes and to protect past 
informants. The film, which 
challenged the official version 
of the assassination, brought 
conspiracy theorists into the 
mainstream and led other 
Americans to question the offi- 
cial version of events. 

McClatchy’s Washington 
bureau, the Miami Herald and 
the Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
have pored over thousands of 
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2017 SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB 
A EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT 


MSRP: $39,695 
LSC Discount: $5, 360. 
Rebates: $2,500 : 


YOUR PRICE: 


FOR EVERYONE 
FIND NEW ROADS 


CHEVROLET 


$31,835 


Trade-in Assistance 
Rebate: $2,000 


3-8797 


Exit Alsbury OFF I-35, Minutes from Loop 820/20  S"* 471995 


925N. BURLESON BLVD., BURLESON 76028 


Chevrolet.net 


